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  Figure 14.1  	 Higher Education Enrollment in Texas, Fall 2013

Source: Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, Certified Fall 2013 Texas Higher Ed Enrollment Data, May 22, 2014, www 
.txhighereddata.org/index.cfm?objectid=787E6F83-DA63-ED42-BBB84792D2E35965 (accessed June 2, 2014). 

Texans apparently love their state-supported universities. An analysis of the  
fifteen most populous states found that Texas has the highest proportion of students 
enrolled in public universities and the lowest proportion in private universities. As 
Figure 14.2 shows, in 2010–2011, over 88 percent of Texas’s higher education students 
were in state schools, and about 12 percent attended private schools. This is less than 
half the national average of students attending private schools and a quarter of the rate 
of Massachusetts, which sent over half of its students to private schools.

The relationship between the state’s politicians and the University of Texas has 
become a stormy one as the government subjects its universities to more and more scru-
tiny. Jay Mathews once commented that “K–12 education is watched as carefully as a 
third grader crossing the street, but higher education’s claims go largely unexamined.”31 
As we will see, this may have been true at some point, but the state is becoming increas-
ingly engaged in the inner workings of its institutions of higher education. Located 
in Austin, right under the nose of the Texas government, the University of Texas has 
proved an appealing target for politicians who have sought to reach across town and 
squash pesky academics. Governor James Ferguson battled with the University of Texas 
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